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On 29 August 1994 Moez Alimohamed, a graduate student in the Mathematics De- 
partment at the University of Pennsylvania, was robbed and killed near his apartment 
in Philadelphia. All of Moez’s friends and family are shocked, outraged, and deeply 
grieved by this tragic and devastating loss. It is still hard to accept that he will not be 
among us any more. 
Moez, a citizen of Pakistan and a permanent resident of Canada, was born on 14 
February 1967 in Manila, the Philippines, to Iqbal and Bilqueece Alimohamed. Because 
of his father’s international career, initially in banking and later with the United Nations, 
Moez and his younger brother Farouk and sister Natasha were brought up and went 
to school in many regions of the world: Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Nigeria, Zaire, the 
United States, Switzerland, Malaysia, Japan, and Australia. 
During his undergraduate education, Moez spent his freshman year at Tufts Univer- 
sity and received his B.A. in mathematics after 4 years from Reed College in Portland, 
Oregon. He was a graduate student and Teaching Assistant for one year at Portland 
State University and then transferred to the University of Pennsylvania in 1990 to enter 
the Ph.D. program in mathematics. 
Moez was a dedicated student, but also fun loving. He was amiable and outgoing 
and had many friends among the graduate students, not only in mathematics but also 
in the physics and computer and information science departments. 
During his first years, while Moez was a Teaching Assistant, he was enormously 
successful as a teacher. Even at this early stage, Moez exhibited a compelling ability 
to attract students to the subject. As a Teaching Assistant in calculus courses, he often 
received departmental Good Teaching Awards in recognition for his excellent teach- 
ing, which students described as “engaging”, “very effective” and “inspiring”. During 
the summers of 1993 and 1994, Moez independently taught sections of the “Ideas in 
Mathematics” course. He used an innovative pedagogical style and developed much 
of his own material for the course. As one third-year student wrote to the mathemat- 
ics department, “Mr. Alimohamed has exceeded beyond any of my expectations how 
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mathematics should be taught. Not only did I learn a great deal from his class, but 
it was a very rewarding and enjoyable experience. Mr. Alimohamed’s novel approach 
of teaching combined with his emphasis on class participation and the actual course 
material, were the ingredients to the best course I have taken so far at Penn.” We 
expect to publish the material that Moez developed for this course in book form. 
In May 1993 Moez passed his oral qualifying exam, the last formal requirement 
before mathematics students start on their research work. In July 1993 Moez was 
invited to participate in the highly competitive International Summer School in Logic 
for Computer Science, held in Chambery, France, and sponsored by the European 
Union. Subsequently, he started working toward a dissertation. Moez’s research was in 
mathematical foundations of programming structures, an area that spans mathematical 
logic and theoretical computer science. 
During his last year his work went particularly well. In recognition of his promising 
research proposal he received a prestigious Graduate Fellowship from the Institute for 
Research in Cognitive Science at the University of Pennsylvania, sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation. This fellowship would have enabled him to concentrate 
on his research. Moez worked assiduously over the summer and finished writing his 
first research paper, which he was about to submit to the International Conference on 
Typed Lambda Calculi and Applications to be held in Edinburgh, Scotland, in April 
1995. The paper appears posthumously in this volume. 
Moez was on the verge of being recognized nationally and internationally for his 
outstanding results. His paper is likely to become a standard reference in the subject. 
He was scheduled to give a talk on his work in the Penn Logic and Computation 
Seminar in September 1994. Moez also received an invitation to present a talk at 
the North American Jumelage Conference on Type Systems in Ottawa, Canada, on 10 
October 1994. This would have been Moez’s first international conference presentation. 
Moez was, despite his talent, a very modest person and would not have boasted of 
these early recognitions of his accomplishments, but he was clearly proud of them. 
A memorial lecture on Moez’s work was given at the Ottawa conference by Andre 
Scedrov, Moez’s thesis advisor. 
On 26 October 1994 the University of Pennsylvania held a memorial service in 
honor of Moez. It was attended by his family from Vancouver and more than 300 of 
Moez’s friends from Penn and across the United States. The service was a moving 
experience and a tribute to a very special and unique person. 
Moez was well on his way to becoming a successful research mathematician and an 
outstanding teacher. Moez would have received his Ph.D. in May of 1995 and then 
would likely have applied for a postdoctoral research position at an American, Cana- 
dian, or European university. In tribute to the quality and promise of his work, the 
University of Pennsylvania posthumously awarded a Ph.D. degree to Moez in Decem- 
ber, 1994. 
Moez will be sorely missed by all of us, but his contributions, as well as his warm 
and gentle personality, his generous spirit and everlasting smile will long be remem- 
bered. 
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The Moez Alimohamed Memorial Fund 
The Department of Mathematics at the University of Pennsylvania has established 
a memorial fund in honor of Moez Alimohamed. Initially, this memorial fund will be 
used for the following two purposes: 
The Moez Alimohamed Teaching Award, to be presented annually to a graduate 
student in the Mathematics Department at the University of Pennsylvania who has 
displayed an outstanding commitment to teaching. 
The Moez Alimohamed Graduate Student Reference Library, to be located in the De- 
partment of Mathematics Graduate Lounge, will consist of a collection of mathematics 
books that our graduate students use frequently in their course work and research. 
All donations are tax deductible in the U.S. and Canada. Checks should be made 
out to The Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania and sent to Professor Wolfgang 
Ziller, Graduate Group Chairman, Department of Mathematics, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia, PA 19 104-6395, USA. 
Your contributions allow the University to keep alive the memory of one of its 
brightest young scholars and teachers while remembering Moez Alimohamed’s com- 
mitment to academic excellence and all that he contributed to Penn. 
For more information contact Professor Wolfgang Ziller at + 1-215-898-8461 or via 
e-mail at wziller@math .upenn .edu. An electronic version of Moez’s picture 
and some articles can be obtained on the World Wide Web at http: // 
www. math.upenn.edu. 
If you wish to contact the Alimohamed family please write to 1386 Cammeray Road, 
West Vancouver, BC, Canada V7S2N3, or call +1-604-922-l 186. 
